Newsletter of All Saints’ Anglican Church, Via del Babuino 153.

May 24th 2020
On Thursday Ascension Day was celebrated in church and this was
followed by Sung Eucharist this morning, Sunday May 24th. For more
details see the news section.

From Tim Macquiban, former Minister at the Ponte Sant’Angelo Methodist Church
in Rome
John and Charles Wesley
24th May is the date in the Anglican calendar when the conversion of the Wesley
brothers is commemorated. Why the 24th? Well in 1738, these two Anglican clergybrothers were in London after
a disastrous spell as
missionaries sent out by SPCK
to
the colony of Georgia. Their
discipled life which had worked
in the crucible of the Holy Club
of students and dons in Oxford
University before they left in
1735 did not go down well
with the settlers of that
American community. Then
their contact with Moravians
who were also missionaries to
the Americas changed their
outlook as they reflected on
their spiritual lives. An
experience of the renewed gift
of the Spirit as they met
together in May 1738 brought
a change of heart. Charles
Wesley was `converted` on the
feast of Pentecost, 21st May,
John Wesley
and his brother John on 24th May, after
visiting St. Paul`s Cathedral for evensong and hearing the words of
Psalm 130: `Out of the depths have I cried to thee.. “ Later that evening at 9-45pm
while reading the Preface of Luther on the Letter to the Romans, he felt his heart
“strangely warmed” as he felt that the love of Christ, focused on the Cross, was for
him personally. Charles wrote a special hymn for the occasion (one of up to 10,000
he penned in his lifetime including some of the greatest in the English language such
as “Love divine, all loves excelling”) which is only occasionally sung now which sums
up this life changing moment for them both: “Where shall my wondering soul
begin?”

They went on to a lifetime of ministry and preaching as part of what became the
Methodist movement, the most significant in the evangelical revival of the
eighteenth century. It is reckoned
John travelled 250,000 miles on
horseback, visiting towns and villages
in all parts of Britain and Ireland.
Many thousands joined the
Methodist societies as more and
more chapels were built. The
movement spread rapidly in the 19th
century, beyond the Americas and
Caribbean to Africa and Asia. There
were half a million Methodists in
Great Britain by the time of the
Ecclesiastical Census of 1851.
When we celebrated the
tercentenary of John`s birth in 2003,
I was privileged to preach at Christ
Church Cathedral on the occasion of
the unveiling of a plaque to
commemorate his ordination there
as deacon in 1725 and priest in 1728.
This was the place where in April
Charles Wesley
1994 I had attended the first
ordination of woman priests in the diocese as one of the assisting clergy. A
Methodist presbyter brought up as an Anglican from a parsonage home honouring
the Anglican founder of the Methodist movement. Thankfully we now live in more
ecumenical times as two churches in a covenant relationship who rejoice in our
common heritage.
Wesleyan hymnody
From an article by Kimberly A Williams for medium.com
A Collection of Psalms and Hymns was published in 1737. They were psalms and
hymns arranged according to the Christian week acting as one of the earliest
publications of English hymnody in North America. The Charleston Collection was the
first hymn collection to be written by a collection of different people and the earliest
collection of English hymns in America. It was mainly used in the Anglican Church. In
1739 Hymns and Sacred Poems was published as a collection for revival and

preaching services. Then in London, in 1741, a Collection of Psalms and Hymns were
published for Sunday schools and weekly services.
Through their travels John, the theologian and Charles, the hymn writer, continued
to work on publications. The Foundery Collection of 1742 was the first Wesleyan
collection to contain tunes. They came from sources like psalm tunes, Handel and
German tunes. This eclectic combination attracted many of its listeners. In 1761
the Sacred Melody was published as a tunebook edited by John Wesley consisting of
only melodies. In 1780 the Sacred Harmony was published as a harmonized version
of the 1761 tunebook. This was unique to its time allowing for a more elaborate
execution of the hymns.
Their Impact:
The biggest impact of the Wesley brothers is their shift to an evangelical emphasis in
hymn writing. Because of their missionary experience in the New World and their
encounters with the Moravians, they were able to develop a thirst for text that
communicated clearly with those who may be seeking the Lord outside of the
Church. This profound impact is still felt today as much of our contemporary music
appeals to seekers. They also communicated their ideas of unlimited atonement and
the work of the Holy Spirit through their hymn writing that shaped the theology of
the next generation of Christian leaders. Their writing also spoke to the Christian
experience in a new way. This was evident in the use of the hymns in revival
meetings.
Along with theological insight they provided musical expansion. In the preface of the
1761 publication of Sacred Melody, there were detailed instructions for
congregational singing. This along with the harmonized versions of the tunes
improved the overall musical quality of worship. The Wesley brothers also expanded
the metrical concept of hymn writing with their works.
As an individual, John Wesley translated many Moravian hymns making it accessible
to the world of English Hymnody. Charles Wesley was a prodigy. He wrote an
estimated 6,500 hymn texts. Of those texts, we may recall “And can it be that I
should gain,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQeIGbKqiw8 “Christ the Lord is
risen today,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15dmjnB8FZU “Hark the herald
angels sing,” and “O for a thousand tongues to sing.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igbeXTIkh2w Their work collectively has helped
to shape generations of hymn and spiritual songwriters.

News from All Saints’
 Thursday was the great reopening of the church, for the Ascension Day
Service. There was a small but dedicated group present, happy to return and
worship together not only in spirit but in person as well. Following extensive
trials on Saturday, and delivery of flowers, we were finally able to have our
first open Sunday service. The congregation followed all the correct protocols











with masks and distancing, Gabriele was there to play the organ, some
movements of the mass were sung, and the sermon was delivered to a live
“audience” as well as to the many who followed from home, not only in Rome
but also elsewhere in the world: one of our viewers was Jonathan Boardman!
This is just the beginning, and we look forward tonext week’s Whit Sunday
service!
Slowly, slowly, in some parts of the Diocese of Europe, steps are being taken
to return to public worship in our church
buildings. For instance, today 18 May, a
special Protocol which was signed last
Friday by the Italian Prime Minister,
Professor Avv. Giuseppe Conte and
Archbishop Ian Ernest, the Director of the
Anglican Centre in Rome (acting on
behalf of the Association of the Church of
England in Italy) came into effect. The
Protocol is detailed and provides
instructions to be followed in liturgical
celebrations and includes measures to be
observed around social distancing,
compulsory use of facemasks and other
forms of protection, and the disinfection
of church premises.
The signing ceremony at the Palazzo Chigi was also attended by Dr Wendy
Wyver, First Political Counsellor of the United Kingdom Embassy in Italy (and
a member of All Saints in Rome).
Incidentally, this Protocol is a fruit of the fact that the Church of England is
now a recognised religious body in Italy. (from the European Anglican)
As can be imagined the Ecumenical Garden has been neglected of late, so
now that we are allowed to go to green spaces much more freely there is a lot
of catching up to do. A group went there on Tuesday, and it has been agreed
that if possible there will be a session every Saturday for the foreseeable
future, from 9.30 to 12.
Jane went on Friday to join the group from Ognissanti that distributes food to
the homeless at Rome’s railway stations. Our twin church has not stopped
theirm work during the lockdown. There will be a fuller report in next week’s
newsletter.
The Diocesan Synod already announced in these pages will take place from
September 22nd to 25th as advertised, but it will be on Zoom or a similar
platform! The event that was to have taken place in Palermo has been
postponed for a year.
Following a Zoom session with the Church Council it was agreed that the
Annual General Meeting of All saints’ Church will take place on June 21st

straight after the main Sunday service, compatible with the restrictions that
may still be in force. As things stand the meeting will also be relayed on
Zoom.
 A summary of the weekly services at present:
Wednesdays 12.45 Light at lunchtime: payers and bible study. ZOOM
Thursday 12.45 Eucharist IN CHURCH
Thursday 21.00 Compline LIVE ON FACEBOOK and recorded on the website
from 21.30
Friday 17.00 Evensong ZOOM
Sunday 10.30 Mass with music IN CHURCH
Information is available in the church office, as are the invitation codes for the
Zoom services.
As mentioned last week there was a question and answer session organised
by the UK government on the Facebook page of UkinItaly. Last week’s
questions have now been answered and you will find a wealth of information
for yourselves and for Italian partners/relatives, with some very useful links to
official sources. On the same page there is also a short animated description
of the new measures announced this week to enforce quarantine on those
coming to the UK.
 News from the non-catholic cemetery. From the week beginning 1 June, a
restricted opening timetable will operate, Thursday and Saturday (10.00 to
16.30) and Sunday mornings (10.00 to 12.00), but our staff will open the
Visitor Centre and experiment with the government restrictions – queuing,
not more than one person at a time etc. This regime will go on for a further
two weeks. If the experimentation is successful and providing the government
doesn’t change its present reopening strategy, from Monday 15 June they
hope to begin again following the pre-covid timetable and asking volunteers
to come in. Group bookings will still not be allowed. Meanwhile past
newsletters are available: to see in English click
on http://www.cemeteryrome.it/press/newsletter.html; in Italian click
on http://www.cemeteryrome.it/press/bollettino.html. Meanwhile, the
Cemetery continues to carry out non-visitor operations, dealing with requests
for concessions, burials, accounts, audits etc.
 For the moment choirs are not allowed to sing in churches during services in
Rome, but the rules on congregational singing have not been firmly laid down,
while the experts disagree on how safe it is. In Germany congregational


singing was forbidden on May 11th but the Catholic church is pushing for a
change, suggesting that quiet singing is perfectly safe. Evidence from
different sources suggest different risks. Our first service this morning was
without singing, but the situation is ongoing and we will see what happens in
the coming weeks. Meanwhile here is a photo from the archive: members of
the All Saints’ Choir in 1988! Do you recognise them all?

The Venerable Bede
In the Anglican lectionary Monday May 25th is dedicated to the Venerable Bede.
St. Bede the Venerable, Bede also spelled Baeda or Beda, (born 672/673,
traditionally Monkton in Jarrow, Northumbria [England]—died May 25, 735, Jarrow;
canonized 1899; feast day May 25), Anglo-Saxon theologian, historian, and
chronologist. St. Bede is best known for his Historia ecclesiastica gentis
Anglorum (“Ecclesiastical History of the English People”), a source vital to
the history of the conversion to Christianity of the Anglo-Saxon tribes.
He was sent to school at the newly-founded monastery of Wearmouth, and soon
after to the twin house of Jarrow. There he became a monk and a priest, and there
he passed his whole life, probably never going further afield than Lindifarne and
York. In his own words “I have devoted my energies to the study of the Scriptures,
observing monastic discipline and singing the daily services in church: study,
teaching and writing have always been my delight”. Bede’s biblical writings were
extensive and important in their time, but it is as a historian that he is famous. To
his most valuable work Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum (“Ecclesiastical History
of the English People”) he added lives of five early abbots of Wearmouth and
Jarrow. He also wrote grammatical and chronological works, hymns and other
verse, letters and homilies, and compiled
the first martyrology with historical notes.
These are in Latin, but Bede was also the
first known writer of English prose;
unhappily his vernacular prose writings and
translations have been lost. During his last
illness he was translating St John’s Gospel
and extracts from the writing of St Isidore of
Sevillle; he dictated the last sentence just
before he died, sitting on the floor of the
cell, surrounded by the brethren among
whom he had lived. Of all the writers in
Western Europe from the time of St Gregory
the Great until St Anselm St Bede was
perhaps the best known and most
influential, especially in his native land.
A depiction from the Nuremberg Chronicle of 1493 Already in 836 a church council in Aachen
referred to him as the “Venerable”, i.e.
worthy of honour, but it was not until 1899 that Pope Leo XIII gave him formal
recognition as Doctor of the Church. St Boniface called Bede “a light of the church,
lit by the Holy Spirit”; to Alcuin, himself the “schoolmaster of his age”, he was

“blessed Bede, our master2, and he is the only Englishman whom Dante names in
the Paradiso. He is still represented in Hymns Ancient and Modern by “The great
forerunner of the storm” in Neale’s translation set to the great tune Vom Himmel
Hoch. (Text mostly drawn from Attwater’s “A Dictionary of Saints”- 1965)
The Beda (Bede) College in Rome. In 1852, Pope Pius IX approved a plan to
accommodate in Rome a number of clergymen from England who had joined the
Catholic Church from other Christian denominations and wished to prepare for the
Catholic priesthood. The new College – first known as Collegio Ecclesiastico and later
as Collegio Pio – also included lifelong Catholics, drawn to the priesthood fairly late in
life. A third category comprised younger, newly ordained priests studying for
postgraduate degrees in Rome. For over 100 years this was to remain the typical
composition of the student body,
ensuring that the Beda would become
the world’s best-known College for “late
vocations” – training men who had
already followed widely differing
careers. Indeed now it is reserved to
male candidates for ordination over 30
years of age.
The College entered a period of renewal
at the turn of the century when, as a
result of the interest taken by Pope Leo
XIII, a new constitution was issued in
1898. The Pope decided that the College
should be placed under the patronage
of the Venerable Bede, the eighth-century author of Ecclesiastical History of the English
People, to whom the Pope had a personal devotion. In the following year he was to
raise St Bede to the dignity of Doctor of the Church and the name “Pontificio Collegio
Beda” originates from this time.
The Beda developed its own system of priestly formation, based on a unique four-year
course of studies conducted in English. This took shape in the 1930s and 1940s, while
Monsignor Charles Duchemin was Rector. The College was evacuated to Britain in 1939
for the duration of the Second World War and by October 1947, the Beda had returned
to its home at 67 Via di S. Nicolo da Tolentino, near the Piazza Barberini. But by the mid
1950s, with large numbers seeking admission, the College had outgrown its premises.
In 1956 Pope Pius XII provided from Vatican property the land on which the present
modern Beda stands, adjacent to the Basilica of St Paul Outside the Walls. Pope John
XXIII formally opened the new building on 20 October 1960, since when the College
has continued to develop on this site up the present day. (from the College website)

From the Church Times
 THE rap artist Stormzy is to receive the 2020 Sandford St Martin Trustees’
Award for contributing to the public’s understanding of religion. A press
release issued by the Trust on Thursday said: “In their dedication, the
Sandford St Martin Trustees say they decided Stormzy should receive this
award not because he believes in God, but because of how this faith has
informed his efforts to foster a public conversation and to build a sense of
community that has united thousands of fans across cultural, class,
generational, and religious boundaries.”
 THE annual prayer movement Thy Kingdom Come — which last year attracted
tens of thousands of people to mass events around the world — began on
Thursday indoors and online, owing to the coronavirus. Since its creation in
2016, the global call to prayer from Ascension Day to Pentecost has been
defined by mass gatherings, worship, picnics, and parties. Archbishop Welby
said: “It seems we are having to reinvent everything this year. Thy Kingdom
Come, which is normally a time of gathering and of being together, is now to
be done at home. Well, praise God. That is where the Church began — in
people’s homes, in people’s houses — and where, in many parts of the world,
it still happens.”
 THE National Lottery Heritage Fund has increased the level of grants available
to cover emergency costs during the coronavirus crisis. Past and current
applicants are encouraged to reapply for grants between £50,000 and
£250,000, in addition to the £3000-£50,000 grants that were launched in midApril. The new grants are available for essential costs for up to four months,
to help organisations mitigate immediate risks.
 MORE than 140 world leaders signed an open letter from UNAIDS on
Thursday of last week, calling on governments to unite behind the idea of a
“people’s vaccine” against Covid-19. It would mean making it patent-free,
mass-produced, and equally distributed. The President of South Africa, Cyril
Ramaphosa, is pushing for the scientific research to be shared between
countries. “Nobody should be pushed to the back of the vaccine queue
because of where they live or what they earn,” he said.
 Please Consider Supporting Us During This Challenging Time
Churches such as ours in Italy are highly dependent on revenue not only from plate offerings but
also from concerts and other rentals of space which are impossible at the present moment. These
are uncertain times for us and we would be grateful for your generosity at this moment in our
history. If you have the ability and willingness to help sustain us during this time, please use the
link on our website to donate. www.allsaintsrome.org. Thank you!

