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A public message from Archbishop Ian Ernest, Directo
Director of the Anglican Centre in
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The whole world is scarred at its core. Our pride and impulses of false
modesty have suddenly waned. Our social status, our competence,
our purchasing powers, and our possessions can no longer help us.
There's something stronger than us. Millions of people are confined:
confusion, panic, fear, hopelessness, and despair are trying to overtake us. To resist
them, we urgently need to learn to develop new attitudes, new behaviours.
The citizens of planet Earth are afflicted by uncertainty and experience times of
great suffering. We are broken at the depths of ourselves.
However, at the heart of this human tragedy a rainbow appears bringing colors of
hope that allows us to believe in a better future. The air polluted by economic inte
interests bordering on immorality slow
slowly
ly becomes cleaner. Families often suffering from
lack of love, absence and inability to listen find themselves living together and being
together.
The political interests overtaken by the disregard for the promises made must
change course in order to put the people entrusted to them at the centre of their
priority concerns. Conferences and symposia are put off so that human
human-based initiatives can lead to concrete actions, because the very survival of all humanity is at
stake.
Therefore, it is our duty to ex
examine
amine our own attitudes and behaviours. The failure of
many citizens to follow the directives given by the several governments around the
world to contain the Covid-19
19 is simply a symptom of our desire to be free in our
movements and choices. It is a clear indication that we - who are build to live as a
community – have neglected the essence of what makes the human race great. Over
time, we have become people who have withdrawn into ourselves to protect our
personal interests.
It is therefore important to ccontemplate
ontemplate this rainbow that appears above the thick
clouds that darken our lives. The suffering we are experiencing today can last fore
forever if our contemplation does not awake in us the need to take action. Freeing ou
ourselves from confinement has a high cos
cost:
t: we must act with a sense of responsibility
and respect for the well-being
being of the collective.
The hope I carry in my heart at this time grows stronger when I see those who pr
provide essential services sacrifice themselves and risking their own lives so tha
that we can

continue to live. Confidence is reborn in me when I see all humanity in prayer. Prayer has become an act of solidarity that will allow us to rediscover the Love of a merciful and compassionate God. A new life emerges on the horizon.
News from All Saints’
 Attendance at our 10.30 Zoom service on Sundays is growing and last week
there were at least 24 participants connected. The new announcements by
the Government suggest that our services will need to continue this way for
some time yet, but the technical issues in setting up such a project are being
solved. It is a pity that the service cannot be broadcast from church, but as
many of us have found out over the years, the signal in the building is poor
and certainly cannot cope with a Zoom event. If you weren’t able to be present at the live service you can catch up with some elements of it on Facebook, including a prelude played by Gabriele.
 Do you or your children miss Sunday School? The All Saints’ website provides
a wealth of resources that can be used at all times:
https://www.allsaintsrome.org/online-sunday-school.
 We have started saying Compline online on Thursday evenings at 21.00. The
link is on the All Saints’ website and Facebook page. For the reader who is unfamiliar with this service the Church of England website tells us that “The an-

cient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning ‘completion’ (completorium). It is above all a service of quietness and reflection
before rest at the end of the day. It is most effective when the ending is indeed an ending, without additions, conversation or noise. If there is an ad-








dress, or business to be done, it should come first. If the service is in church,
those present depart in silence; if at home, they go quietly to bed”.
On Friday there was another new initiative taken. Edoardo organised an
online BCP Evensong, with music provided by the choir of Westminster Abbey, on recordings but effective! The readings were read by Freddie
Frostwick from the St Paul’s lady chapel and the prayers were led by Father
Rob. Although fairly short notice was given of the event 13 people logged
on to Zoom, including our
great friend Bruce Saylor in
far-off Vermont! Congratulations and thank you to
Edoardo for putting the whole
presentation together. Evensong is announced for next
Friday May 8th at 17.00: please
contact the office if you would
like to join the event.
Stop press. Zoom has become
popular! All Saints’ will also be
hosting Youth Bible Study and
Hang Out on Wednesdays at
18.00. English-speaking youth
aged 10-18 from Europe and
beyond are invited for fellowship. If you are interested please contact the church office for the Zoom
link.
Correction to last week’s Newsletter. The synod that is taking place in Palermo in September is of course not the Diocesan synod, but the Archdeaconry Synod.
Information will soon be circulated about the next PCC meeting, which will
be online in some form or another! The church office will manned tomorrow, May 4th, when some of the restrictive measures in place because of the
virus are being lightened, but services in church seem a long way off still….
This is what The Anglican Chaplain of St Mark’s, Florence, the Revd William
Lister said to the “Church Times” last week: “The Italian government has come
under huge pressure from business and the bishops to lift many of the current
restrictions. It would seem, however, that most of the changes announced at
the start of this week [Phase 2] are largely psychological. For instance, it is
now possible to visit relatives or close friends, but no ‘gatherings’ of any kind
are permitted. It means our churches remain closed until at least 1 June,
though it will be reviewed towards the end of May. It is predicted that there

will be no real change in so-called ‘high risk’ categories for quite a bit longer.
It is also interesting to see how people’s expectations have changed. Many
are openly saying that they took churchgoing for granted and just can’t wait
to get back to normal worship — however much video presentations are appreciated.”

Around the Chaplaincies
Generally speaking it is easy to find out what our larger sister churches in Italy are
doing at this time, by exploring their websites. But what of the smaller congregations? The Diocesan Register lists some 26 churches as being active in some way or
another, but St John the Baptist in Città della Pieve, for example, has been closed for
three years and the Anglican church there is no longer operational.
St John’s in Varese is part of the chaplaincy of Milan, and last week the Rev Vickie
Sims celebrated a Zoom service with them. The members of St John’s are in regular
touch with each other,
Angela Mirani tells me.
The acting priest in Assisi, Rev’d Jonathan
Lloyd, was recalled in
mid-March because of
the virus, and a new
priest, Rev’d Bernard
Joy, is due in May, but
the situation is fluid at the moment: last week’s decree suggests that the local
church will not be reopening any time soon. Bernard is a retired priest, latterly Vicar
of Bridgwater St Francis Benefice.
Trieste now has very few members left of what was once a substantial congregation.
Reader Philip Jones used to go from the Venice area to take morning or evening
prayer but the community is now only served live at Easter and Christmas. However
there is a Zoom service set up on Sundays that keeps people connected.
The Church of the Ascension in Cadenabbia, on Lake Como, was due to become active this month, and would have welcomed the Rev’d Roger Williams, but I have no
news of what is likely to happen at this church this season, which has a seasonal
opening, as does the church of St George’s in Taormina.
Word has it that Christ Church Naples have appointed a new chaplain. No name has
been published but the formal licensing is due to take place in September.

Julian of Norwich
Next Friday, May 8th, is dedicated in the Anglican Lectionary to Julian of Norwich.
Daphne visited the Julian Centre last year and this information comes from the Centre’s
website. Julian of Norwich (1342-c.1416) is known to us almost only through her
book, The Revelations of Divine Love, which is widely acknowledged as one of the great
classics of the spiritual life. She is thought to have been the first woman to write a book
in English which has survived.
We do not know Julian's actual name but
her name is taken from St. Julian's Church in
Norwich where she lived as an anchoress
for most of her life. We know from the medieval literary work, The Book of Margery
Kempe, that Julian was known as a spiritual
counsellor. People would come to her cell in
Norwich to seek advice. Considering that,
at the time, the citizens of Norwich suffered
from plague and poverty, as well as a famine, she must have counselled a lot of people in pain. Yet, her writings are suffused
with hope and trust in God's goodness.
The Revelations of Divine Love
Julian's Revelations of Divine Love is based
on a series of sixteen visions she received
on the 8th of May 1373. Julian was lying on,
what was thought at the time, to be her
deathbed when suddenly she saw Christ
bleeding in front of her. She received insight into his sufferings and his love for us.
Julian’s message remains one of hope and
trust in God, whose compassionate love is
always given to us. In this all-gracious God
A statue of Julian in Norwich Cathedral
there can be no element of wrath. The
wrath — ‘all that is contrary to peace and love — is in us and not in God. God’s saving
work in Jesus of Nazareth and in the gift of God's spirit, is to slake our wrath in the
power of his merciful and compassionate love'. Julian did not perceive God as blaming
or judging us, but as enfolding us in love. Famously, Julian used women's experience of
motherhood to explore how God loves us, referring to Jesus as our Mother.
The Revelations of Divine Love comes to us in two versions; the first (the short
text) written shortly after the revelation given to Julian , the second (the long text)
written twenty years later. The long text is greatly expanded to include her meditations
on what she had been shown. Today, only seventeenth century copies of earlier manuscripts of the long text, and fragments from the fifteenth century survive.

Julian recounts that she was thirty and a half years
old when she received her visions and this is how
we know that she was born in 1342. (A scribe editor to one of the surviving manuscripts speaks of
her as a 'devout woman, who is a recluse at Norwich, and still alive, A.D. 1413'). There is further
evidence to be found in a contemporary will that
she was alive in 1416, and that she had a maid
who lived in a room next to the cell. Apart from
that, we know nothing else about Julian's life.
However, reading Revelations of Divine
Love, reveals an intelligent, sensitive and very
down-to-earth woman who maintains her trust in
God's goodness whilst addressing doubt, fear and
deep theological questions.
Interest in Julian’s writings has grown over recent decades This has been as more and more
people have discovered the significance of her
book. Her lyrical language and positive image of
God speak to the modern reader. Her work is
well-respected by theologians, historians and literary scholars, and there are now dozens of translations of her Revelations, together with countless
commentaries. Modern poets and writers as diverse as T.S. Eliot, Denise Levertov, and Iris Murdoch reference Julian in their writing. Julian's
Shrine, off Rouen Rd. in Norwich, is visited by pilgrims from all over the world.

The Merbecke setting of the Mass
Our traditional communion services are led by the setting by John Merbecke, also
spelled Marbeck or Merbeck).Probably a native of Beverley in Yorkshire, Merbecke
appears to have been a boy chorister at St George's Chapel, Windsor, and was employed as an organist there from about 1541. Two years later he was convicted
with four others of heresy and sentenced to be burnt at the stake, but received a
pardon owing to the intervention of Stephen Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, who
said he was "but a musitian". An English Concordance of the Bible which Merbecke
had been preparing at the suggestion of Richard Turner, was however confiscated
and destroyed. A later version of this work, the first of its kind in English, was published in 1550 with a dedication to Edward VI. He died, probably while still organist
at Windsor, about 1585.

When the first Book of Common Prayer was published, in 1549, a need was felt for
service music similar to that which had been used for the old Latin rites. So Archbishop Cranmer engaged one Merbecke to provide such a collection of service music
"containing so much of the Order of Common Prayer as is to be sung in Churches".
Cranmer desired a simpler form of service music
than was then current, urging Merbecke to have
"for every syllable a note." The Book of Common
Prayer Noted was published in 1550, and so only
saw use for two years until the Second Book of
Edward VI, in 1552. This, and the reign of the
Catholic Queen Mary which quickly followed,
meant the end of its practical life. And, when
Queen Elizabeth took the throne in 1558, bringing back the English liturgy, Protestant sympathies were prominent enough that service music
itself fell into disfavour. Thus, Merbecke's book
had no successor, and was essentially forgotten
until the Oxford Movement rediscovered it in
the mid-1800's. In fact, hardly more than a dozen copies currently exist.
In the first half of the 19th century, the Oxford
Movement inspired renewed interest in liturgical music within the Church of England. John
Jebb first drew attention to Merbecke's Prayer
Book settings in 1841. In 1843, William Dyce
published plainsong music for all the Anglican services, which included nearly all of
Merbecke's settings, adapted for the 1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer
then in use. During the latter half of the 19th century, many different editions of
Merbecke's settings were published, especially for the Communion service, with arrangements by noted musicians such as Sir John Stainer, Charles Villiers Stanford and Basil Harwood, Merbecke's Communion setting has been very widely sung
by choirs and congregations throughout the Anglican Communion. Parts of his service, notably the Nicene Creed, have been adapted to "modern" wording. His setting
has also been adapted for the liturgy of many other denominations; the Roman
Catholic Church used it for the new English language rite following the Second Vatican Council of 1962–65. Here is a recording of Nicene Creed sung by a choir from Ottawa: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLHfbGoChy4
The Gloria accompanied by Jonathan Peter Eyre:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pswx5dqaUxU
and the Kyrie, Sanctus and Agnus dei sung a cappella in Detroit:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmabtC6IXo4&list=PL7vlJ7DMkLGhXUn5ugRkQ_6uyr_I-TRi&index=3
Edoardo Fanfani writes:
Some of you may know of my great love for the Book of Common Prayer. Not only it
is one of the greatest works of liturgical and theological craftsmanship, combining
the catholic and reformed traditions of our Church, and being the very doctrinal and
practical backbone of the Church of England, but also one of the greatest examples of English literature on pair with the
works of William Shakespeare and John
Milton. It is indeed a treasure of our Anglican tradition.
During the summer, I had the pleasure of
meeting with a lovely clergyman on a few
occasions, one such meetings was after a
service of Choral Evensong at the Chapel
Royal in St. James’ Palace. Canon Anthony
Howe is himself a chaplain to Her Majesty
the Queen at the Chapel Royal in Hampton
Court. Like me, he is a lover of the Book of
Common Prayer. Canon Howe is also an
avid book collector since the age of twelve,
his first purchase was a pocket-sized Georgian Prayer Book which he acquired at a
church fair. Since then he has collected
over 200 books which range from the 15th
to 18th century, with some volumes being
of particular rarity.
While exploring eBay, as he often does, Canon Howe stumbled across an amazing
Book of Common Prayer from 1594, from the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. He soon
realised he had not stumbled upon any ordinary edition, the quality of the binding
and format proved that it was intended for use in a church, and not any church! He
discovered that the book had been printed in London by the Deputies of the
Queen’s Printer, Christopher Baker - the book is also decorated with the Royal Arms,
surrounded by the Garter, proving it was a rare example of an Elizabethan Prayer
Book which was used in the Queen’s Chapel Royals during her reign. This was also
confirmed by the presence of the cipher ER which stands for ELIZABETHA REGINA.

Canon Howe points out that the volume is rather worn out, as this was not an ordinary book that spent most of its life on a bookshelf, but it was indeed used liturgically everyday, with the pages of Mattins and Evensong being especially worn out.
Amazingly, the volume is complete with no alterations, although a few additions
were added during the reign of Charles I. The first page with its beautiful decorations is still there, that is usually the first one to go, he remarks.
Interestingly, the book also has a rare example of an ancient rite of the Church
known as the “Touching of the King’s Evil” - when the anointed monarch would heal
a sick subject by laying her hands upon him. This copy of the book may have been
used exactly for that, this could be proven by the fact the prayer was handwritten.
Canon Howe points out how touched he is: it is really special for me because it
would have been used by my predecessors hundreds of years ago or even at Hampton Court”. Prof Diarmaid MacCulloch, an expert in Church History from Oxford University added that this is tremendously exciting find - it is clearly from the Elizabethan Chapel Royal, the private chapel of Queen Elizabeth which would travel with
her from palace to palace. He also added that the prayer for the "Touching of the
King's Evil" is hugely exciting and there is nothing else like it from before 1618.
After only about two weeks, the news of the discovery has become matter of excitement everywhere in Church circles, indeed, it was also reported on a national
newspaper. I am indeed very excited for Canon Howe and I am especially pleased
that this amazingly rare edition of the Book of Common Prayer has made its way
back home, in the Chapel Royal, into the hands of someone who can appreciate it still again, under the reign of Elizabetha Regina.
With thanks to the Canon Anthony Howe and the Chapel Royal at Hampton Court for the photograph.

From the Church Times
 THE Archbishop of Canterbury has launched a free telephone line, Daily Hope, to
give more people access to worship, prayer, and reflections while churches are
closed. Daily Hope has been available since Sunday and runs for 24 hours a day.
It provides Church of England prayers, hymns, and reflections for those who dial
in. The number is 0800 8048044. Churches have been providing more services
online since public worship was suspended, owing to the coronavirus. Many
older people lack internet access, however: figures published by the Office for
National Statistics show that 2.5 million aged 75 or over have never used the internet. Within 48 hours of its launch, Daily Hope received more than 6000
calls — the equivalent of more than 50,000 minutes. Calls are reported to last for
up to 50 minutes at a time.

 THE clock of St John the Evangelist, Knotty Ash, will chime again for the first time
in 30 years thanks to a legacy from the entertainer Ken Dodd, who died, aged 90,
in 2018. Work has now started on restoring the church in Liverpool, where Mr
Dodd lived and worshipped all his life. The church hall is also being renovated.
His widow, Anne, told the Liverpool Echo on Tuesday: “It is lovely to see everything moving forward, and Ken would have been delighted. He loved the church,
while the church hall is where he went to school.”
 NEW archaeological evidence from Nazareth suggests that the town in which Jesus grew up was very conservative religiously, and probably very anti-Roman.
An archaeological investigation, directed by a British archaeologist, Dr Ken Dark,
of the University of Reading, and funded by the Palestine Exploration Fund, indicates that Nazareth was substantially bigger than previously thought, with up to
1000 inhabitants. His investigation reveals that the inhabitants of Nazareth seem
to have used only ceramic and other artefacts regarded as ritually pure, while in
neighbouring Sepphoris such religious rules appear to have been less strictly applied.
 EIGHTEEN cathedrals are due to take part in the Big Picnic for Hope, an event to
mark the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) day. Instead of the physical
get-together that had been planned for 8 May, now there will be a virtual event
in which people will be encouraged to hold picnics indoors or in their gardens,
connecting with other participants online. Participants in the Big Picnic for Hope
are encouraged to show others photos of food that they have made for their
picnics and to discuss memories of their loved ones, using the hashtag
#bigpicnicforhope. People will also be encouraged to donate online on the Just
Giving page for the event. Celebrations of the anniversary will also include a televised address from the Queen at 9 p.m. on 8 May, as well as a pre-recorded
moment of reflection and prayer from the Archbishop of Canterbury.

 Please Consider Supporting Us During This Challenging Time
The lockdown has been extended to May 4th, and then Phase two is expected to
begin. We don’t know how this will affect All Saints’ and other churches but, as
you might imagine, churches such as ours in Italy are highly dependent on revenue from concerts and other rentals of space which are impossible at the present moment. These are uncertain times for us and we would be grateful for
your generosity at this moment in our history. If you have the ability and willingness to help sustain us during this time, please use the link on our website to
donate. www.allsaintsrome.org. Thank you!

